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Mother’s experience whose child undergoing
proton beam therapy by the changing hospital
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Abstract

In this study, we uncover experiences of mothers whose children were undergoing the proton beam
therapy by changing hospital. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with five mothers and data were
analyzed qualitatively. Analysis revealed fifteen categories of responses, classified into groups such as “allows
child into the proton beam therapy with no concerns”, “mulls over about children will undergo the proton
beam therapy’, “struggle with the dilemma through the proton beam therapy’, “overcome the dilemma
through the proton beam therapy’, “feels family strength increases through the proton beam therapy’, In
conclusion, we put forth the concept that nursing care such as the preparation for children, or to support

the family’s strength is a critical factor in improving perception of positive outcomes for the mothers.
F—T—FR NBPAL B rREE. =k, BEBLOARER

Key words : pediatric oncology, proton beam therapy, changing hospital, mother’s experience
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School lives of adolescent patients who developed a brain tumor during infancy or
their school-age years and the thoughts and involvement of their parents
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Abstract

The objective of the present study was to elucidate the recognition, thoughts, and involvement of
parents toward the school life and disease of adolescent patients who developed a brain tumor during
infancy or their school-age years, as well as the actual school lives of the adolescent patients. Semi-
structured interviews were conducted with six pairs of patients and their mothers, and the data were
qualitatively analyzed. Based on the results, the following four groups were identified regarding the
characteristics of parental involvement and the actual school lives of patients:

1: In consideration of the patient’s unstable physical condition, the parent is involved in a way that ensures
that the patient’s environment and other factors are suitable for his or her ability; the patient is enjoying
school life.

2: The parent is involved in a way that promotes the patient’s ability to form and maintain interpersonal
relationships, encourages the patient to become more active, and increases the patient’s life experiences;
the patient is enjoying school life.

3: The parent is involved in a way that considers the patient’s safe living and mental stability; however,
because the school environment is not suitable for the patient, the patient has tended to miss school.

4: The parent, while taking into consideration the patient’s unstable physical condition, is actively involved
in learning, based on the perception that the patient’s learning is not greatly affected by the disease and
treatment; the patient is doing his or her best at school, but is feeling tired.
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These results suggest the need for nursing support that predicts issues related to physical condition,

learning, and interpersonal relationships in school life based on the characteristics of complications and

treatment. In addition, nursing support must also aid in the assessment of and support for the patient’s

development, as well as selection of a suitable school environment for the patient.
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Key words : survivors of pediatric brain tumor, adolescents, school life, parents, thought, involvement
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Abstract

The researcher conducted an interview with a focus group, 12 staff members of a family house, and
analyzed their responses with the purpose of discovering their attitudes towards family members and their
sense of responsibility, and tried to examine their feelings about the staff members’ family support. The
researcher analyzed 148 contents regarding the staff members’ responses to family members and their
sense of responsibility. As a result, the [Responses of staff members] was comprised of “regular responses”
and “responses depending on the family member’s condition”. Behind these responses, there were remarks
related to “concept/belief,” “operational feature,” “the living facility” and “manpower with comfort and
creativity” with the thoughts towards the [house’s function]. The accumulation of experience over
responding to family members of children in need of long-term treatment nourishes “mental preparation for
communication” and “keeping a sympathetic eye on family members” under the category of [skills of staff
members] and these skills are shared amongst staff members, leading to the “process of improving skills”.

It is suggested that their approach has become a certain response to family members including
considerations about the special situation of child cancer patients by an integral support so those family
members can spend their daily lives in comfort and ease.
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