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Difficulties faced by childhood cancer survivors diagnosed after school age
and the support they need
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Abstract

This study aims to identify the difficulties after being discharged from the hospital faced by survivors
of childhood cancer diagnosed after school age and the support they need.

Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 24 childhood cancer survivors who have been alive
more than five years after cancer treatment. Data contents were extracted and categorized in context units
regarding difficulties they faced after discharge and the support they required.

A total of 24 categories were extracted and classified into two core-categories: “the difficulties affected
by time and life stage” in 12 categories and “the latent and apparent difficulties” in 12 categories, which
were mutually influential. The support for survivors with difficulties after discharge was divided into five
categories: “draw out the power to accept yourself as you are,” “enhancing the abilities to solve problems
by themselves,” “providing information to them,” “creating a support system,” and “working on the social
system.”

For childhood cancer survivors to cope with their difficulties, it is vital to support them in developing
their abilities to address challenges. This support needs to be provided continuously along the life stages
from the time of hospitalization.
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The self care for the childhood hematologic disease survivor’s needs of work in adulthood
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to indentify the needs and the self care status before and after
employment in childhood hematologic disease survivors. A semi-structured interview was conducted on
7 childhood hematologic disease survivors, and we determined categories of the needs and the self care
status of childhood hematologic disease survivors by analyzing the integrated data from individuals. As a
result, four categories were determined as the needs of before employment: “Want a chance to think about
the course in the hospital.” Four categories were determined as the needs of after employment: “Want a
colleague to understand and to consider about a disease.” And ten categories were determined as the self
care status of the childhood hematologic disease survivor: “Depends on one's parents,” “Think positively
experience of a disease,” “Accept a disease and make an effort,” " Possibility of health management,”
“Announced oneself disease to office.” From the above, it was suggested that a chance for the childhood
hematologic disease survivors can think for course and employment when they are in the hospital and
convalescing at home after leaving the hospital. And it was suggested that necessary relationship with the
childhood hematologic disease survivors for they can independently tackle self-management of one’s disease,
returning to school after hospital treatment, going on to the next stage of education and finding work.

F—0U— R NBMIBER AR s =— X, V77 7IRN

Key words : childhood hematologic disease survivor, needs of work, the self care
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